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made in England, and it has already been noted that
only the half-sovereign had any marking whatever on
the edge. Whether or not he employed a mill, that is,
mechanical means, for reducing strips of metal to an
equable thickness before the blanks were cut out, It is
difficult to determine. But, using the term " mill" in a
loose way, numismatic authors from the time of Leake
have credited Mestrell with introducing " the mill and
the screw." Henfrey even goes so far as to use "mill" as
a synonym, for a coining-press. He says, " The coining-
press or mill was known to Benvenuto Cellini in the
16th century." " In England the coining-press, or mill
and screw, was introduced by a Frenchman named Mes-
trell, in the reign of Elizabeth.." 33 But this usage of the
words is in an erroneous sense. The screw, not the mill,
was the coining-press.

It remains now to consider in what manner the edges
of these pieces were produced. Kenyon states that the
edges of many of the Elizabethan coins

" were marked with straight lines, or c milled,' probably by
means of including the blanks in a collar so marked, slightly
wider than themselves, to the size of which they would
expand on being struck with the upper die, and which might
be opened to take them out.7'34

, The markings on the edge of the mill half-sovereign
of Elizabeth can hardly be described as straight lines.
The edge is serrated or corrugated in a manner roughly
resembling the teeth, of a cog-wh.eel, the indentations
showing great irregularities. Such, an edge could not
have been produced by being struck in a mrole Msee, as

33 Numismata Cromwettiana, 1877, p 65.
3* "Gold Coins of England, 1884:, p 127.